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PLASTICS NEWS, Seplember 6, 1993 -

White House nixes plan to favor plastic pallets -

Continued from Page 1
that a government official who
was not knowledgeable about the

environinental impacts of prod- -

uets wraote it, based on some com-
mon misconceptions about which
products are green.

The National Wooden Paliei and
Container Association moved
qQuickly after it got a draft of the
original executive order fiom a
confidential government source.
The Arlington, Va., trade group is-
sued an urgent alert July 28 to its
500 members and affiliated lumber
trade groups.

At NWPCA's urging, wood pallet
makers inundated Congress and
the president's office with pro-
tests, said William Sardo, senior
vice president of NWPCA.

Five days later, the administra-
lion agreed to delete references to
plastic pallets, NWPCA said. A
written promise followed, ,

“The White House asked us to

-pull the dogs off them,” Sardo
said. "They completely rescinded
the whole thing as it was original-
ly proposed.”

According 1o the pallet associa-
tion's alert, the order would have
mandated “that plastic pallets be
purchased instead of wood pallets
because the Clinton administra-
tion perceives that plastic pallets

USI acquires
molding unit
from Berry

Continued from Page |

plant July 6 because the finm will

save money by moving the pro-

duction to its three other, more

modern molding plants, said Mar-

tin lmbler, Berry's president.
Berry acquired the facility, its

are environmentally preferable to
wood pallets.” .

John Healy, NWPCA executive
vice president, said the adminis-
tration has assured him that the
pallet provision would have been
detected and withdrawn before it
reached President Clinton’s desk.

But he noted that the govern-
ment source who provided a copy
to him “dide’t have counfidence
that [the administration] would
have stricken it.”

Sardo said "I don't know of any
single person outside of the ad-
ministration who was contacted.”

Sam Cauffield, a distribution
and pallet official with Procter &
Gamble Co. in Cincinnati, said it
appears the government did not
do its homework. “People who
aren’t knowledgeable are apt to
jump to the conclusion that plas-
tic is more environmentally
friendly than most other [paliet]
materials, and that isn't necessari-
ly the case,” he said.

There was no aclive plastics in-
dusiry campaign (o promote plas-
lic pallets. Plastic pallet makers
are not organized into a trade as-
sociation, although some firms be-
long to the Plastic Products Sec-
tion of the Material Handling Insti-
tute Inc. of Charlotte, N.C.

The Society of the Plastics
Industry Inc. in Washington said it
had no knowledge of the pallet
provision.

While Healy acknowledged that
plastic pallets are appropriate in
some limited applications, such as
when sanitation is important, he
said he did not see any applica-
tions for the federal government
in which plastic pallets offered an
advantage over wood. He con-
tends that wood pallets are envi-
ronmentally preferable because
they use scrap lumber that other-
wise might end up in a landfill,
because they can be repaiied and

in some cases, recycled.

Plastic pallet makers acknowi-
edge their products initially are
much more expensive, bul insist
their durability and tong life re-
duce the per-trip cost differential
between wood and plastic pallets.
They also note that pallets can be
made from recycled resin,

Custowm-Pac Extrusions Inc., a
Chagrin Falls, Ohio, plastic hunber
maker, said wood pallets cost
$10-$12, compared with $45-$80
for molded plastic pallets and
$25-$30 for plastic lumber pallets.

On the foamed-plastic front, the
Clinton administration apparently
has eliminated a part of the sec-
tion that also stated that china or
ceramic plates are preferable.

Sonja Fenton, spokeswoman for
the Polystyrene Packaging Council
of 5P, said the industry group had
been alerted to the section on dis-
posable tableware and had spoken

Calif. hill

Continued from Page 3
panies are doing to increase recy-
cling.

“Thal’s a pretly valuable im-
provement,” he said. _

He also said he believes state
lawmakers will approve the bill.

Industry members and environ-
mentalists alike view the Assem-
bly Natural Resources Committee
as an aggressive, pro-recycling
panel.

But Roger Bernstein, APC state
government affairs director, said
the committee’s compromise indi-
cates its members understand that
packagers face possible delays
from FDA rules designed to pre-
vent food contamination.

“They are trying to give time
where FDA is 4 potential road-
bl and conmlianee ™ B

]

with administration officials.
“They got an understanding that
the drafters had already decided

extends

stein said.

If the deadline is not extended,
he added, “There [will be] a com-
pliance nightmare for satisfying
the goals of one slate in an inter-
national markelplace.”

The 1991 recycling law called
for rigid plastic containers to
meel a 25 percent recycling or re-
cycled-content rate, be source-
reduced by 10 percent or be refili-
able by 1995,

Earlier this summer, Oregon
passed a law that will delay by at
least one year enforcement of its
recycling law, which originally
was set o lake effect in 1995,

A representalive of one_packag-
ing end user characterized the
deal as “reasonable” and said its
passage may signal that the 1.egis-

Cwill div g Cwedth i e

A White House plan would have pushed purchaslng of plastic palleis.

to withdraw” the section because
of the pressure from other indus-
try groups, Fenton said.

eadline

try to reach recycling goals.

“I guess I'm reasonably optimis-
tic that we're going 1o get in a
rore collaborative posture in Sac-
ramento,” said Terry Bedell, envi-
ronmental packaging manager for
Clorox Co. in Qakland. *I think it's
obvious to everybody involved
that this adversarial relationship
is not working."

But for end users that market
products other than food or drugs,
complying still will be tough.

Melinda Sweel, environmental
affairs director for Lever Bros.
Co., a New York-based detergent
manufacturer, said her company
probably will not be able to meet
the law's recycling or re. yoed-
content mandates, so it may ty to
comply through source-reduction

Mo oo

'Pnoxo countesy of Plasi-O-Foam Inc.
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